
Report from Co- Chair of Chepstow School PTA – Helen Steele, Sept 2023 

 

This is a summary of the last academic year 2022-2023.  Firstly the formal bit: We continue to 

operate within the signed Constitution as approved by the ParentKind Association and signed in June 

2021 at our inaugoration.  Copies of this can be provided on request to the chair or secretary.  Any 

proposed changes or updates should be made in advance of the AGM and none have been received. 

 

Now the lighter review: Since our last AGM in June 2022. There have been highs and lows in running 

and supporting the school PTA.  The number of staff attending meetings declined, we had some 

challenging feedback which stopped us in our tracks and as we all work full time we have at peak 

times found it hard to find the time to both prepare for events as well as attend them.  But 

dedicated team ( core and extended)  that we are we have pulled out all the stops every single time 

and put on a great year of events, raised some terrific funds and of course spent the money on the 

wonderful students.   

Let me take you back to Autumn term 2022 

We ran our first year 7 Disco in October   It was very well supported by students, staff and parents.  

We had an external DJ which posed a few challenges but was very cheap.  We also ran face painting 

and a tuck shop for extra funds. 

We returned to school on bonfire night to sell hot drinks to the public at the Rotary Firework display.  

We were run off our feet and couldn’t make the hot chocolate quick enough.  We will be returning 

with slow cookers full of readymade hot choc this year.  Anyone any good with a ladle is welcome to 

help for an hour. 

December saw our first Christmas Market and what a success it was.  We had 20 external stalls, 

alongside students selling their DT work and a live juke box where students showed us their talents.  

We had lots of great feedback from all attendees and again will run this event this year. 

Jan – Because of our commitment to reduce waste we took a donation of mugs and glassware from 

Monmouthshire Upcycle to avoid single use plastic waste at events where we serve hot and cold 

drinks.  Thank you Nadine Jones for facilitating this for us. And thank you to all who have done the 

washing up after our events. 

Feb – We served refreshments at the Wizard of Oz show and our audience enjoyed alcoholic and 

soft drinks while watching the fabulous show. 

March –  By popular demand we ran a year 8 disco which had slightly fewer attendees due to a clash 

with other sporting events.  Our DJ  this time was the fabulous DJ Matt Kouba one of our students.  

Who we have invited back to our next year 7 discos in Sept 2023. Thank you Matt.  

 We also held a Quiz night hosted by Steve Curran and Dan Harris with a lot of fun being had by all. 

Again we hope to make this an annual event.   

For our year 7’s we ran an Easter themed event by the way of  decorating and rolling a hard-boiled 

egg.  This was very well received by the students giving them an opportunity to shine with their 

creative skills and generating some friendly competition in the rolling.  Working with feedback we 

received ,some improvements will be made to this so that we can run it successfully again in the 

future.  



April – After a busy first quarter there was no meeting or events in April. 

May -  In May we  thanks to the hard work of Steve Curran in signing us up to become an official 

Charity so you will now see our charity registration number on our posters and some admin work 

coming our way o enable us to claim back Gift aid. Watch this space. 

June -   We ran a “Rags to riches” collection.  In Jan collection we raised £66, in our June Collection 

we raised £106 so thank you to all donators and again we look to run this regularly.  Donations can 

be made to school at any time in any bag but please label the bag “Rags to riches”.  

July – July was a busy month in school and for us as we supported a number of end of term events: 

We provided refreshments at:  

The awards event “Sports Personality Of The Year “ (SPOTY)  which was very well supported and I 

think a red carpet and  complimentary glasses of “fizz” (non- alcoholic) can be considered for next 

year!  

Sports day was not as successful as we’d hoped as the weather was far from what we expected of 

July so we were left with a lot of unsold Ice pops.  But thank you to those that gave up freezer space 

to ensure the items stayed frozen all day.  Our final event of the year was the welcoming to this 

years Yr 7 families as they came in to meet the teachers, pick-up second-hand uniform. 

So a note to say that Mrs Kate Loram runs the second hand uniform sales along with the very kind 

help of the school reception Mrs Roberts and  Mrs Downham are happy to take donations at any 

time.  To purchase items please send your student to the office to discuss or call in during school 

hours. 

How the PTA is run 

We are an informal, friendly group of willing and keen volunteers with a mix of parents and staff on 

our core committee.   We meet approximately monthly on school grounds with an aim to bring a 

community element into school life and to raise funds for the benefits of the students. You are 

welcome to be an occasional volunteer with no requirement to attend our committee meetings.  

Moving forward we are keen to work closely with our Governing body and to get the student voice 

more involved. 

Our Key successes  

The Termly Newsletter has continued to go out via Parent Mail to all student families.  It is also 

loaded onto the school web site which is now up to date. and it can be found on our Facebook page. 

There was also a bespoke newsletter in July 2023 for our new parents joining us this month.  Very 

little feedback has been received for these  but I will continue to publish one per term with our 

updates.  Tho I’m open to alternative suggestions if you have them. 

Our Facebook page has gone from 75 to 204 followers 

Easy Fundraising continues to grow from 26 to 45 supporters, but only 21 have ever actually 

shopped.  We have still raised a super £324 from 600 individual transactions (£34 in 2021.  £108 in 

2022 and £200 so far in 2023).  Unfortunately, there are only about 8 active supporters. So, action is 

needed on this as and as more and more of do most of our shopping online.   Can anyone help with a 

tic toc video or other ideas? 



Lottery – we have finally reached our target of 50 supporters with 54 now signed up as at  Sept 

2023, meaning the weekly winnings is £13.50  I’ve never won but I know a “Mrs T” who has been 

successful a number of times.  Thank you all for playing.  Again, ideas needed on how to get our 

readers and school supporters to sign up to £1 a week. 

We have also embraced technology and not only invested in a sum up machine but also the use of 

QR codes so heavy cash floats may be a thing of the past in another year or two. 

I’d like to say a huge thank you to Monmouthshire Housing Assoc (MHA)  for the generous donation 

of a laptop.  This will help us with our use of the sum up machine.  Thank you to Hannah Ramsey for 

sourcing this and making it happen.  

Thank you to all of you who support our above initiatives, it means the world to us and means the 

school can purchase those much-needed items to improve the school experiences for our students. 

 

How the PTA has benefited pupils 

Items purchased for the benefit of students in the last academic year: A branded Gazebo to be used 

at school events including sports fixtures so students have a dry location to store their kit  and to 

gather.  Its branded so they can have a sense of belonging and pride.  We have also funded 

additional sports kit to bring it up to date with the new uniform colours: rugby, football, netball and 

athletics tops for Key Stage 4 have been purchased.  There is a still a need to purchase Key Stage 3 

items and requests for sponsorship have been made but with no take up.  There may be a need to 

support the purchase of these items too.  We have also purchased new Kitchen equipment for the 

food tech classrooms and updated the 40 year old wobbly and graffitied exam desks, again giving 

the students a sense of pride at a moment of importance in their lives.  We also supported 

additional excursions on last years school trips 

 

What is planned for the  next academic year 

With the success of our first year of live events we now have an active calendar of events we will be 

supporting. (See calendar) But again are always open to feedback and new ideas. 

We always need extra hands.  If we can spread the work required between more of us, it becomes 

more manageable.  Please offer to help in any way you can and sign up to our mailing list.  Things we 

always need: Help on the night of an event, storing items in fridges in the days before an event, 

promoting events in your year groups, signing up to our easy money makers...... 

How can you get involved 

Drop us a mail, follow us on social media, pop along to our meetings which are advertised on social 

media. 

School wish list 

Minibus was top of the list and with the support and ideas of the PTA the school have been able to 

apply for some grants to help with this big expense.   

Other requests have been for outdoor furniture which is being investigated but if you have items no 

longer needed, we would very much welcome donations.  



If you or your child/ren know of any items the school needs, ask the child to raise it with their form 

tutor or form rep.  All staff have access to a funding request form and remember as a Parent or staff 

member you are a PTA member and are welcome at all meetings to raise your ideas.  

Finally:  

Thank you to  Sarita my co chair for bringing me sanity when I was surrounded by chaos.  Thank you 

to Sarah our Secretary for her amazing minute taking, whats app prompts and reminders and her 

talented art work in producing so many eye catching posters.  Thank you to Virginia who has kept 

our finances in order and brought us up to date with the sum up machine and QR codes.  

Thank you to Steve for signing us up as an official charity. 

Thank you to Dan Harris who attends every meeting on behalf of the staff and to Luca Goddard and 

Shanta Miller who are key staff members on our committee who do an enormous amount of behind 

the scenes work which does not go un noticed. 

Thank you to Karen Roberts who also does behind the scenes support in keeping our web site up to 

date and sending out our Parent mail letters.  

Thank you to all the committee and team of helpers who give up precious family and personal time 

to support this  PTA and our school. It's this behind the scenes work that is so important and so very 

much appreciated. Thank you for your time, ideas and energy. You make it happen and we wouldn't 

be where we are without YOU. Thank you. 

Thank you to everyone reading this, for buying a raffle tickets, for signing up to our lottery and easy 

fundraising, for reading our letters and responding on social media and to attending our events and 

buying our refreshments. 

I hope that 23/24 school year will bring us some stability as well as exciting events and great new 

things to enhance our wonderful school.   

I’d like to ask for your feedback on our operations, events and fundraising if you have anything to 

share I’d very much welcome your input either now or by e-mail after the meeting. 

Its  been a pleasure to be Co-Chair of the school PTA for a second year. - Thank you. 

  

Helen Steele 

HelenSteele@chepstowpta.net 

Sept 2023. 


