
Report from Co- Chair of Chepstow School PTA – Helen Steele, June 2022 

As we come to the end of our first year, let me reflect on how we got from remote, kitchen table 

Teams meetings to face to face gatherings in the library over tea and biscuits. 

If I am honest at my very first meeting I was not even sure who was a parent and who was a member 

of school staff. 

Where it all began and a summary of the last year: 

March - Shanta invited me to a meeting to share our year 7 transition experiences and it grew from 

there.  We had an Inaugural meeting on 23rd March 2021  where Sarita and I agreed to act as co-

chair.  As busy working parents it meant we could share the workload as well as ideas and it suited 

us both.  

April - Our first public meeting  -  we had 8 parents and 7 school staff as well as a former PTA 

member from the 1980’s.   There was lots of  discussion and . We set up a twitter account, Facebook 

page and e-mail addresses @chepstowpta  On reflection these turned out to be more problematic 

and we have returned to using private addresses. 

May  - Joined Parent Kind to help us with Charity status, insurance, meeting structure and lots of 

other useful advice and I propose we continue annual membership  Renewal due 25th May. At cost 

of  £128 and encourage you all to take an occasional peak at the web site for ideas. 

June –  First AGM held on 14th June 2021.  Our official bank account set up with Lloyds and the 

donation from an alumni of £5000 was deposited.  We discussed supporting refreshments at Sports 

Day which we were looking forward to being able to do. 

July – We discussed funding a celebration BBQ that unfortunately did not happen due to rising covid 

cases in the school.  But we did fund prizes at a total of £500.  I signed the school up to Easy Fund 

raising 

Aug – no meeting 

Sept – Kicked off the school year and discussed Christmas fayre 

Oct – Our first face to face meeting in the school library.  We welcomed new members from the new 

year 7s.  And we started to think about Christmas and the sale of Christmas trees. Thank you for the 

idea and the work done to bring this to fruition and lets hope its something we can build on this 

year. 

Nov  - the school decided it was the safest and most sensible decision to cancel the Christmas 

market.  I know this was really disappointing for us all but health and safety were and remain 

paramount. 

Sarita got us a stall at the  Bonfire night  event and we held a small games table as our launch event 

and raised our first £100 

Dec – Christmas events unfortunately all had to be pulled 

 

Jan – I issued our first newsletter and our second one went out after Easter. Its an opportunity for 

parents to see what we have been up to, especilly for those not on social media. 



Feb -  We discussed our presence at school events selling refreshments and this happened at the 6th 

Form open evening.  We quickly realised that no one carries cash so an honesty box was not going to 

work.  We need to get ourselves a card machine - that is my next mission. 

March – We had our first vote on what to spend the funds on and agreed to the request for poly 

tunnels.  We also committed to the rags to riches campaign and that funds from this would support 

the eco team request for composting bins.  We are doing well and discussed our signing up to 

Amazon SMILE and the use of the Ziffit app – some outstanding actions we need to bottom out as 

nice easy earners. 

April – no meeting due to short term and Easter hols 

May - New requests were received from the Coding Club which we agreed to support. Also from the  

6th form and we had some healthy debate about how funds are used appropriately in line with our 

constitution and how they are raised which has been a good learning curve for us. 

 

How the PTA is run 

We are an informal, friendly group of willing and keen volunteers with a mix of parents and staff.  

We meet approximately monthly on school grounds with an aim to bring a community element into 

school life and to raise funds for the benefits of the students. 

Our Key successes from the past year is simply that we have continued to meet and keep 

momentum going despite global pandemic.   Also: 

75 Members of our Facebook group.  

We started to issue a Termly Newsletter 

We launched Christmas tree sales 

Easy Fundraising continues to grow with now 26 supporters, over £100 raised and 3 new supporters 

in the last 28 days.  

Easter egg event successful in year 7. 

 

How the PTA has benefited pupils 

Items purchased for the benefit of students include a green house and items for the sensory garden. 

Items for the Coding Club. 

What is planned for the year 

Summer raffle and some real events hopefully. 

How can you get involved 

Drop us a mail, follow us on social media, pop along to our meetings which are advertised on social 

media. 

School wish list 



Fundraising was needed for sensory garden, sensory room, marketing of the school, transition, 

rewards and raising the school's profile. 

Finally:  

Thank you to everyone reading this, listening to this, for buying a raffle tickets, for sending in a £1 on 

Jubilee dress down day, for signing up to our causes, for reading our letters and responding on social 

media.   

A Special Thank you to those of you on our committee for your commitment, for turning up to 

meetings, and for contributing through those early days of a PTA in the most difficult of times. Thank 

you for  your time, ideas and energy. You make it happen Thank you. 

I hope that 22/23 school year can bring more normality and bring some of our ideas and energy to 

actual live events. 

Its  been a pleasure for us to act as the first Co-Chair of the school PTA. - Thank you. 

 

 

Helen Steele 

June 2022 


